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2nd Sunday  

of Lent 
 
 
 
 

ñSaint Charles Borromeo is a  

Catholic faith community called  

by baptism to witness and live the 

teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Gathered at Table, nourished by 

Eucharist and guided by scripture,  

we share our gifts as we minister 

through worship, faith formation, 

education, and service.ò 
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Rite of Election 

Our RCIA candidates and elect entered into the final phase of 
preparation to be fully received into the Catholic Church last  
weekend at the Cathedral.  (Above left):  Our candidates wait for 
Mass to begin.  (Above right):  A program is pictured.  (Below left):  
Eddie signs the Book of the Elect.  (Below right):  Our three pose to-
gether for a picture.  Please remember them in prayer. 

 



Last week parishioners received 

our annual parish appeal letter.  

We dearly appreciate your 

efforts, stewardship, tithing, and 

sacrifices that provide for our 

parish ministries, facilities, 

operation, salaries, and so forth.  

Obviously, everyone is facing 

economic challengesñour parish is no exception.  

As one can plainly see on page 6, we are over 

$100,000 ôoff budgetõ for the first timeñat least 

during my pastorate here. 

 

Please continue to prayerfully discern your gift 

back to the Lord (see page 6 weekly for a 

stewardship moment) and to our St Charles 

Borromeo faith family.  On the weekend of 

March 6 and 7, each individual/family will be 

invited to bring forward to the altar his/her/their 

commitment to the Lord and parish for July 

2010-June 2011.  Thank you indeed for your 

sacrificing, your follow-through on your current 

and future commitment, and for your growing in 

holiness together with us.   

 

As I write these words, I am most mindful of our 

parish synod that will be taking place this 

weekend.  We need to be cognizant of our 

financial standing assuredly, but we cannot let 

that deficit entirely determine our hopes and 

dreams.  I say hopes particularly because that is 

who we are a people of faith.  God provides for 

us financially and in other ways through human 

sharing too.  Where we move forward together 

will certainly be determined by our priorities and 

desires and then by what we can afford to do or 

not do.  While we strive for the heavenly, the 

eternal kingdom in our actions and livesñ

personal and communal, we also have to be 

aware of what can and cannot be done in the 

now of our earthly existence in 2010 and 

beyond.  These are exciting times of challenge 

AND hope.   

 

Tuesday is a time for our prospective kinder-

garten and school parents meeting for our 

ministry year 2010-2011.  Contact our school 

office, 436-1009, for more information.   

 

Friday offers us morning exposition and 

adoration until a 12 noon benediction as well as 

our Knights of Columbus sponsored Fish Fry 

from 4-8 pm.  Please join us in one or both of 

these parish endeavors.   

 

Finally, I hope your Lenten journey continues to 

be graced as well as stimulating with your 

prayer, your fasting and your almsgiving.   

Pastorôs Ponderings 2 

   $20.00     $40.00     $50.00 
 

Please Print  and return to the Parish Office.   

In Memory of               
 or 

In Honor of                

     

Your Name                
 
 

Deadline for remembrances to be published is Monday, March 22. 

Help us prepare our church for Easter with prayer-soaked flowers! 

 

Easter Remembrances 
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Parish Calendar 
Sunday, February 28 
 9:00 am Childrenôs Liturgy of the Word CO 
 10:00 am RCIA BWA 
 1:00 pm Synod Gym 
 4:00 pm Confirmation Class (April) BC 
Monday, March 1 
 9:30 am Rosary CH 
 9:30 am Scripture Study BWA 
 9:45 am SCC Maryôs Helpers BS 
 6:00 pm Soup Supper & Speaker BC 
 7:00 pm Boy Scouts CO 
Tuesday, March 2 
 9:30 am Rosary CH 
 9:30 am Circle St. Cecilia BS 
 2:30 pm Stations of the Cross CH 
  6:00 pm Knights of Columbus (4th D) GYM 
 7:00 pm K-8 Parents MeetingCH/BC/BS/BW  
Wednesday, March 3  
 9:30 am Rosary CH 
 1:00 pm SCC Ladies BWA 
 2:00 pm 7 Sins/Virtue Discussion BC 
 6:30 pm 7 Sins/Virtue Discussion BC 
Thursday, March 4 
 9:30 am Rosary CH 
 6:00 pm SPRED POL 
Friday, March 5 
 9:30 am Adoration CH 
 4:00 pm Lenten Fish Fry BC 
 6:00 pm Stations of the Cross CH 
Saturday, March 6 
 8:30 am Diocesan Workshop BC/BW/BS 
  Guess Whoôs Coming to Dinner 
Sunday, March 7 
  Coffee & Donuts 
 9:00 am Childrenôs Liturgy of the Word CO 
 10:00 am RCIA BWA 
 4:00 pm Confirmation Class (April) BC 
 
BCðBorromeo Hall Center      COï Commons      BWA-BðBorromeo Hall A or B     SCHðSchool 
BSðBorromeo South          POMðParish Office Main Floor            POLðParish Office  

During severe weather, watch for CLAY COUNTY 
CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS to see if 
St. Charles School and Parish activities are closed. 

òAsk A Priestó:  20 & 30 Somethings 

Why are women not allowed to be priests?  Who is 
Bishop Finn's boss?  Were Adam and Eve real 
people?  Fr. Ken Riley will be in the ñhot seatò 
during the 20 & 30 Somethings meeting on 
Thursday, March 11 at 7 pm for an ñAsk A Priestò 
session in Borromeo West.  To submit your 
burning questions ahead of time, or for more 
information, contact Sara Carlson at 436-0880 ext. 
216 or scarlson@stcharleskc.com.  

Soup & Speaker Series 

Mon., Mar. 1:  òHave 

Dominion Over...All 

the Living Things on 

the Earth.ó - Genesis 1:28 
 

Mon., Mar. 8:  Being òGreenó is Catholic  
 

Mon., Mar.  22:  Water, Water  

Everywhere & Not a Drop to Drink  
 

6-7:30 pm (Borromeo Center) 

Stations of the 

Cross 
 

Fridays of Lent  

6 pm 

Fish Fries 
 

Fridays Mar. 5 & 19 

4-8 pm 

(Borromeo Center) 
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Website of the Week 
 

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/
Judaism/holiday9.html 

 

Explore our Jewish 
roots and learn about 
Purim, which is 
celebrated today. Purim 
is one of the most 
joyous and fun holidays 
on the Jewish calendar. 
It commemorates a 
time when the Jewish 
people living in Persia 
were saved from extermination. 

Peopleõs Faith and Popular Music 

ñInside Your Heaven,ò Carrie Underwood, Some 
Hearts, Arista 
 

In Sundayôs gospel, Peter, John, and James 
experience Jesusô tremendous glory. This moment 
changes the disciplesô lives forever. We undergo 
similar life-changing experiences, especially at those 
times when we personally encounter God. 
 

Key Lines: 
Iôve been down  
Now Iôm blessed  

I felt a revelation coming around  
I guess its right, itôs so amazing  
Every time I see you Iôm alive 

Youôre all Iôve got  
You lift me up  

The sun and the moonlight  
All my dreams are in your eyes  
I wanna be inside your heaven 

 

To Ponder: 
When have you have experienced something that 
changed your life forever? When have you felt God 
in your life? How have these experiences changed 
your life? Have you ever been scared to change 
something in your life? How did you face this fear 
and embrace the change? 

Church of the Home/Fridge òCut-outó 
 

2nd Sunday of Lent 
 

Bringing Home the Word:  
 

Weekly reflections to help you reflect on  
your week, deepen your connection  
to the Word, and live out your faith.  

 

¶ What happened? 
Faith and trust go together. Faith means complete 
trust in God. How have you trusted God this past 
week?  
¶ What is taking place now? 
A citizen is not a visitor, a tourist, or a guest. 
What are your responsibilities and privileges as a 
citizen of this country? What are your 
responsibilities and privileges as a citizen of 
heaven? 
¶ What could happen? 
The disciples were awed when the voice of God 
confirmed Jesus' identity: "This is my Son, my 
Chosen One." How will you honor Jesus as the 
Chosen One of God during Lent? 
 

Justice Challenge:  
On March 3 we celebrate the life of St. Katharine 
Drexel. Born into extreme wealth, Katharine gave 
away millions and 
devoted herself to 
helping Native 
Americans and 
African 
Americans, 
particularly 
through 
education. She 
founded the first 
university for 
black people in 
New Orleans. 
Katharine Drexel 
was canonized in 2000. Your challenge this week 
is to read about Katharineôs life and choose one 
action you can do to emulate her good work. 
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Considering St. Charles School? 

On Tuesday, March 2, we will hold a kindergarten 
information meeting at 6:30 pm, followed by our 
required K-8 parent meeting at 7 pm.  Our 
preschool parent meeting will begin at 7 pm on 
Wednesday, March 24.  Both sessions will have a 
track for new and still-deciding parents.  Please 
contact St. Charles School at 436-1009 with 
questions or to schedule a school tour. 

Way to Go, St. Charles School Graduates! 

Great job to the following St. Charles School 
graduates! 
 

The St. Pius X High School debate team had a 
dominating performance at Savannah Debate 
Tournament.  A team of eight debaters that 
included Nick Schwartz and Wesley McKellar 
competed against teams from nineteen schools and 
finished third in debate, fifth overall, and first in 
power sweepstakes, with a record high score.  At 
the tournament Wesley placed fourth in Lincoln-
Douglas.  He also received a degree of Special 
Distinction from the National Forensics League for 
acquiring 500 National Forensics League points. 
 

St. Pius X Junior Varsity Academic Team took 
first place at the Knob Knoster tournament.  
Members of the team include Kathy Fehner, team 
captain Emily Knipp, Leland Martin, and Jackie 
Petruska.   
 

The Missouri Bright Flight Scholarship was 
awarded to St. Pius X senior Melissa Gaul.  To 
receive this scholarship a student must score 31 or 
higher on their ACT standardized test. 
 

Great job! 

Students make a handprint chain during their ñfamilyò time last week to display.  On the reverse side of their 
handprint, students wrote how they are coming closer to Christ this Lent.  A ñfamilyò is made up of one student 
from each grade K-8.  This intergenerational program breaks down barriers between grades. 

 
State Sales Tax Proposed for Senate Debate 

Our Missouri senators are currently debating to 
replace the existing state individual and corporate 
income tax, the corporate and bank franchise taxes 
and the existing state sales tax with a new and 
expanded state sales tax.  In order to replace the 
revenue lost by repealing the existing state taxes, 
Missouri would tax not just goods purchased - as is 
the current practice with sales taxes - but also 
services provided. A wide range of services would 
be taxed, including Catholic K-12 school tuition 
and services provided by Catholic Charities 
agencies. Churches would lose their tax exemption 
from the sales tax.  Please visit mocatholic.org for 
more information and contact your senators. 



A Stewardship Moment 

ñI am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the 
Chaldeans to give you this land as a possession.ò - Genesis 15:7  
Just as the Lord gave Abraham, Moses and the 
Israelites a land to possess, He has also given each 
of us a home. Whether our home is grand or 
humble, it is a gift from God. Abraham prepared a 
great sacrifice to the Lord in gratitude for the home 
God gave him. How do we show our gratitude to 
God for the home He has given us? Do we make a 
sacrifice of any kind? Do we return any of our 
finances to God, investing equally in our eternal 
home just as we invest in our current abode?  

Sermon on the Amount 

Weekly Contributions Needed ... $34,516 
 
Sunday, February 14 
Envelopes/ACH Used ........ 283 (19%) 
Envelopes, Plates & Gifts ....... $18,643 
Shortfall ................................. ($15,874) 
 
Sunday, February 21 
Envelopes/ACH Used ........ 249 (17%) 
Envelopes, Plates & Gifts ....... $22,208 
Shortfall ................................. ($12,308) 
 
February Shortfall ................. ($23,063) 
July-Jan. Shortfall .................. ($86,457) 
YTD Shortfall .................. ($109,520) 

Mass Intentions 

Saturday, Feb. 27 Å 1st Saturday of Lent 
 5:00 pm  Francis Gabel 
Sunday, Feb. 28 Å 2nd Sunday of Lent 
 7:30 am  Community of St. Charles  
 9:00 am  Bertha McKnight 
 11:00 am  Our Parish Synod 
Monday, Mar. 1 Å 2nd Monday of Lent 
 9:00 am  Kathryn Higgins 
Tuesday, Mar. 2 Å 2nd Tuesday of Lent 
 9:00 am  Frank Wutich 
Wednesday, Mar. 3 Å St. Katharine Drexel 
 9:00 am  The Un/Underemployed 
Thursday, Mar. 4 Å St. Casimir 
 9:00 am  Merna McLeeland 
Friday, Mar. 5 Å 2nd Friday of Lent 
 9:00 am  Norbert Teson 
Saturday, Mar. 6 Å 2nd Saturday of Lent 
 5:00 pm  KCSJ Priests 
Sunday, Mar. 7 Å 3rd Sunday of Lent 
 7:30 am  Joe Pisciotta, Jr. 
 9:00 am  Community of St. Charles 
 11:00 am  Ernie Stewart 

Weekly Praise 
 

Thank you to all who gave the gift of life at our 
blood drive last week.  We appreciate it! 

Weekly Need  

$34,516 
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2/7 2/14 2/21 2/28

Contributions

Need

Ice and Snow, Bless the Lord! 
The recent winter weather provides a double 
challenge for our parish. When ice, snow, severe 
cold or winter illness prevents parishioners from 
attending weekend Masses our Offertory suffers. 
This has a direct impact on the funds we have 
available each week to pay our bills and meet our 
payroll. The problem becomes even more 
complicated when we are faced with increased 
heating, salt and snow removal bills. 
 

Any extra help that you can give is greatly 
appreciated. If you do have to miss Mass for illness 
or weather, please know how VERY grateful we are 
when you drop your Offertory gift off later in the 
week or include it with your next weekôs offering. 
This really helps us keep our budget balanced. 
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Did You Know?  In 2009, St. Charles School: 

We Take Pride in Every Child 

 

¶ Had 470 students attend, with over 300 families 

partnering with St. Charles School for their childrenõs 

education. 

¶ Graduated 50 eighth graders. 
 

Service Projects: 

¶ Students spend over 2,000 hours on service 

projects each year. 

¶ Service projects for 2009 included: 

ß Four food drives for the St. Charles Food 

Pantry. 

ß Gathered over 600 toys for the Bishop Sullivan 

Center.  

ß Made 160 Easter baskets for the Bishop 

Sullivan Center. 
 

Faith Formation:  

¶ Kindergarten through eighth grade students attend Mass weekly. 

¶ Prayer is said before school, before meals, at the end of each day, and as necessary throughout 

the day. 
 

Learning:  

¶ Students come to school ready and eager to learn.  The daily attendance rate for grades K-8 is 

98%. 

¶ Student to teacher ratio in grades K-2 is 2 to 25, and in grades 3-8 is 1 to 25.  In our preschool, 

the ratio is 2 to 15. 

¶ 65% of our graduates go on to Catholic high school.  Our alumni and alumni parents tell us 

our students are well prepared for high school and beyond.  Nearly 40% of St. Pius X High 

School valedictorians and salutatorians in the past ten years are St. Charles School alumni. 
 

Parental Involvement:  

¶ Over 40% of parents volunteer at St. Charles Borromeo School on a regular basis. 
 

Preschool Program: 

¶ We had 21 three year olds, 26 four year olds, and 30 pre-kindergarteners.  All attend music, 

library, and physical education weekly. 

¶ 90% of our pre-kindergarteners began kindergarten at St. Charles School. 


