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of Lent 
 
 
 
 

ñSaint Charles Borromeo is a  

Catholic faith community called  

by baptism to witness and live the 

teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Gathered at Table, nourished by 

Eucharist and guided by scripture,  

we share our gifts as we minister 

through worship, faith formation, 

education, and service.ò 
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Change Our Hearts This Time 

During our Ash Wednesday prayer service, Youth Minister Joe  

LaScala places ashes on some of our eighth grade studentsô  

foreheads.  These students then placed ashes on the rest of the  

foreheads.  For more Lenten opportunities, see page 9. 



An event that I somehow missed 

promotional materials for 

previously came across my desk 

this week.  While there is a 

ôclergy instituteõ Monday morning 

that I am planning to attend, 

Sunday afternoon at 3 pm is a 

free dialogue event entitled òFaith and Culture: 

Understanding the Roots of Religious 

Differencesó that I also hope to travel to at Avila 

Universityõs Whitfield Center (between 118th St 

& Santa Fe Trail Road, off Wornall Road in south 

Kansas City on Yellowbird Road in the campus).   

 

This Sundayõs 3 pm panel discussion is open to 

the public, followed by a question-and-answer 

session, and concludes with a reception.  There 

is so much interface between our Jewish, 

Christian and Muslim communities that such 

exposure and experiences can only be enriching 

to our hearts and lives this Lent and beyond.   

 

Next weekend, Feb 26-28, is our long-prepared 

for Parish Synod.  Please pray extra, extra ôhardõ 

or should I say pray ôfocusedõ and ôtrustingõ that 

the Holy Spirit guide and facilitate our final days 

of preparation as well as the Synod experience 

itself.  Some might believe that ôanswersõ are 

already set in stone...but I do not feel that way.  

While I certainly have my opinions and beliefs in 

ways and manners that this parish ought to be 

progressing in holiness and Catholic identity, our 

Parish Synod will further shape not only me, but 

also our ministries, our staff and volunteers for 

years and years to come.   

 

Our deliberations and highly concentrated 

process, while potentially overloading ôthe bodyõ 

might indeed unleash for all of us a spirited and 

holy sense of community, of parish life, of 

directions for and identity of St Charles 

Borromeo Parish for a long, long time. 

 

Hopes?  That weñeven of differing ages and 

personal stancesñsee commonalities, directions 

and such for parish life.  Fears?  That an individ-

ual or small group will not hear anything but 

what s/he wants to hear; that s/he will not be 

open to the WHOLE process and guidance of the 

Holy Spirit.  By each of these, hopes and fears, I 

do not mean one has to leave his/her opinion(s) 

at the door, only that one is open to Godõs work. 

Pastorôs Ponderings 2 

   $20.00     $40.00     $50.00 
 

Please Print  and return to the Parish Office.   

In Memory of               
 or 

In Honor of                

     

Your Name                
 
 

Deadline for remembrances to be published is Monday, March 22. 

Help us prepare our church for Easter with prayer-soaked flowers! 

 

Easter Remembrances 
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Parish Calendar 

Sunday, February 21 
 8:30 am Scout Religious Emblem Class BS 
 9:00 am Childrenôs Liturgy of the Word CO 
 10:00 am RCIA BWA 
 10:00 am WOW BC 
 4:00 pm Confirmation Class (April) BC 
Monday, February 22 
 9:30 am Rosary CH 
 9:30 am Scripture Study BWA 
 2:30 pm Stations of the Cross CH 
 6:00 pm Soup Supper & Speaker BC 
 7:00 pm Boy Scouts CO 
 7:00 pm Catechist TIF Meeting BWA 
Tuesday, February  23 
 9:30 am Rosary CH 
 7:00 pm School Board Meeting BWA 
 7:00 pm Adult Scout Committee BS 
Wednesday, February 24  
 9:30 am Rosary CH 
 2:00 pm 7 Sins/Virtue Discussion BC 
 6:30 pm 7 Sins/Virtue Discussion BC 
Thursday, February 25 
 9:30 am Rosary CH 
 6:00 pm SPRED POL 
Friday, February 26 
 9:30 am Rosary CH 
 1:00 pm Civic Oration CH 
 6:00 pm Stations of the Cross CH 
 7:00 pm Synod Gym 
Saturday, February  27 
 8:00 am Synod Gym 
Sunday, February 28 
 9:00 am Childrenôs Liturgy of the Word CO 
 10:00 am RCIA BWA 
 12:30 pm Synod Gym 
 4:00 pm Confirmation Class (April) BC 
 

BCðBorromeo Hall Center      COï Commons      BWA-BðBorromeo Hall A or B     SCHðSchool 
BSðBorromeo South          POMðParish Office Main Floor            POLðParish Office Lower Floor 

During severe weather, watch for CLAY COUNTY 
CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS to see if 
St. Charles School and Parish activities are closed. 

W.O.W. 

The W.O.W. (Widows of Wisdom) will meet this 
Sunday, February 21 at 10 am in Borromeo Center.  
Our guest speaker will be Ed Fenn, LCSW, with a 
masters degree in social welfare as he will share his 
expertise on grief and loss.  Questions or for a ride 
call Peg Walter at 452-7972. 

Soup & Speaker Series 

Mon., Feb. 22:  

Spirituality of Social 

Justice 
 

Mon., Mar. 1:  òHave 

Dominion Over...All 

the Living Things on the Earth.ó - Genesis 1:28 
 

Mon., Mar. 8:  Being òGreenó is Catholic  
 

Mon., Mar.  22:  Water, Water  

Everywhere & Not a Drop to Drink  
 

6-7:30 pm (Borromeo Center) 

Stations of the 

Cross 
 

Fridays of Lent  

6 pm 

Fish Fries 
 

Fridays Mar. 5 & 19 

4-8 pm 

(Borromeo Center) 
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Website of the Week 
 

http://sacredspace.ie/livingspace/ 
 

Living Space provides commentary and the 
Scripture readings for each day.  Itôs another 
opportunity to add prayer to your Lenten journey 
without leaving your computer. 

Peopleõs Faith and Popular Music 

ñSteer,ò Missy Higgins, On A Clear Night, Eleven 
 

Like us, Jesus is tempted. In this Sundayôs gospel, 
Jesus shows us how to turn away from temptation 
in order to control ourselves and our own lives. 
 

Key Lines: 
But the search ends here  

Where the night is totally clear 
And your heart is fierce  
So now you finally know  

That you control where you go  
You can steer  

So hold this feeling like a newborn  
All the freedom surging through your veins  

You have opened up a new door  
So bring on the wind, fire and rain 

 

To Ponder: 
Think of a situation when you have been tempted.   
How did you respond? What helped you find the 
strength to turn away from this temptation? How 
does it feel to be in control of yourself? To be out 
of control of yourself? In what direction would you 
like to steer your life? 

Church of the Home/Fridge òCut-outó 
 

1st Sunday of Lent 
 

Bringing Home the Word:  
 

Weekly reflections to help you reflect on  
your week, deepen your connection  
to the Word, and live out your faith.  

 

¶ What happened? 
What difficult times do you remember? How did 
God help you through them? How did they bring 
you to where you are today? 
 

¶ What is taking place now? 
Jesus rejected the idea of ñtestingò God's love and 
care for him. Do you ever ñtestò God's love and 
care? How might this work against your trust in 
God? 
 

¶ What could happen? 
In the first reading Paul indicates that it is our 
belief in the Lord Jesus, risen from the dead, that 
makes us one. How will you live that belief this 
Lent? 
 

Justice Challenge:  
This Sundayôs gospel describes Jesusô temptation 
in the desert. Jesus was tempted with three things: 

satisfying the 
flesh by breaking 
his fast and 
eating the bread; 
becoming 
instantly famous 
by performing a 
super-hero act; 
and seizing 
power by making 
a pack with the 
devil. Jesus 

rejected all three temptations. Your challenge this 
week is to examine your own life to determine the 
temptations which the devil is placing in front of 
you. What do you need to say ñnoò to? What are 
you tempted to do which would cause othersô 
lives to be lessened if you indulged in it? 

òAsk A Priestó:  20 & 30 Somethings 

Why are women not allowed to be priests?  Who is 
Bishop Finn's boss?  Were Adam and Eve real 
people?  Fr. Ken Riley will be in the ñhot seatò 
during the 20 & 30 Somethings meeting on 
Thursday, March 11 at 7 pm for an ñAsk A Priestò 
session in Borromeo West.  To submit your 
burning questions ahead of time, or for more 
information, contact Sara Carlson at 436-0880 ext. 
216 or scarlson@stcharleskc.com.  
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D.A.R.E. 

Congratulations to our fifth graders (above)!  They recently graduated from our D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse 
Resistance Education) program.  Officer LeAnn Smith facilitates the program for St. Charles School.   

Considering St. Charles School? 

On Tuesday, March 2, we will hold a kindergarten 

information meeting at 6:30 pm, followed by our 

required K-8 parent meeting at 7 pm.  Our 

preschool parent meeting will begin at 7 pm on 

Wednesday, March 24.  Both sessions will have a 

track for new and still-deciding parents.  Please 

contact St. Charles School at 436-1009 with 

questions or to schedule a school tour. 

Happy Valentines Day!   

St. Charles School Pre-Kindergarten students made valentines, complete with toothbrushes, for our food 
pantry to pass out.  (Above left):  Students show off their valentines.  (Above right):  One student places her 
sack in our pantry. 

Way to Go! 

Congratulations to St. Charles School third 

graders, who brought the most cans per pupil for 

St. Charles Schoolôs ñSoupòer Bowl Hall of Fame.  

Our first and seventh graders, as mentioned in last 

weekôs bulletin, tied for bringing in the most cans 

for the final day of the drive.  We appreciate all 

who helped St. Charles School with their ñSoupòer 

Bowl.  Great job! 


